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Abstract: The occurrence of a mature female linyphiid Porrhomma oblitum
from Slovakia is reported for the first time. I provide a briefillustrated descrip-
tion of this species with comments on its distribution.
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INTRODUCTION

The genus Porrhomma is thoroughly discussed be-
cause of its difficult species identification, especially
the females. It is a very homogenous group of small
spiders. The works by THALER (1968) and WIEHLE
(1956) were focused not only on genitals, but also
on leg spination, size of eyes, colouration, measure-
ments of habitus, carapax, legs etc. Determination
of the females is predominantly based on internal
structures of vulva. They can be seen partly through
integument, but for detailed examination further
preparation and macerating with sodium (or potas-
sium) hydroxide solution are needed.

A single female of a linyphiid spider Porrhomma
oblitum was recorded for the first time in Slovakia.
It is not surprising because of the presence of the
taxon in other European countries - especially in
neighbouring countries Czech Republic, Austria and
Poland. Other countries, where P. oblitum occurs,
are Belgium, Switzerland, Germany, Denmark (Main-
land), Finland, France, Great Britain, Ireland, Iceland,
Italy, Lithuania, Netherlands, Norway (Mainland),
Romania and European part of Russia (HELSDINGEN
2010). Concerning the presence of the genus Por-
rhomma in Slovakia GAjpoS at al. (1999) mentioned
13 species including P, lativelum Tretzel, 1956 which
is synonymous with P microps (Roewer, 1931)
(PraTnNICK 2010).

MATERIAL AND METHODS
Material examined: SW Slovakia, Bratislava (7868
- grid reference number of the databank of Slovak

Fauna, 48° 9’ 37.89” N, 17° 3’ 52.93” E). Study plot -
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sheet on the student’s bed: 1 ¢, 15 November 2009,
leg. M. Kostrab, det. A. Sestakova.

The specimen was collected using a vacuum cleaner
(the specific method for sampling the dust mites)
during the research of synanthropic mites at student
campus in Bratislava (KosTRAB 2010). To isolate the
animals from the material from the dust bag Tullg-
rens apparatus was used. The specimen is preserved
in 75% alcohol and was examined and drawn under
a ZEISS Stemi 2000-C stereomicroscope. All meas-
urements are given in millimeters. Prosoma length
was measured medially, from the anterior margin to
the rear margin. Total length is the sum of prosoma
and opisthosoma length. The studied specimen was
identified to the species level using the publications
by LOCKET & MILLIDGE (1953), THALER (1968), MER-
RETT (1994) and RUSSELL-SMITH (2009). The de-
termination of the specimen was confirmed by V.
Rizic¢ka. Systematics and nomenclature follow the
World spider catalogue (PLATNICK 2010).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Porrhomma oblitum (O. P. - Cambridge, 1871): fe-
male 1.51 long; prosoma 0.76 long, 0.53 wide;
opisthosoma 0.75 long, 0.48 wide. Carapax brown,
opisthosoma pale brown without patterns, legs yel-
lowish-brown (Figure 1).

Whereas other authors (RUSSELL-SMITH 2009, THAL-
ER 1968, etc.) described P, oblitum as a very dark spi-
der, the main reason for confusion with bigger P, pyg-
maeum (Blackwall, 1834), the studied specimen has
untypical colouration - pale brown. Several authors
(LOCKET & MILLIDGE 1953, RUSSELL-SMITH 2009 etc.)
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Figure 1. Porrhomma oblitum female habitus, dorsal.

divided the species of the genus Porrhomma on the
basis on leg spination into four or five groups. The
first leg in P, oblitum lacks the femoral dorsal spines,
while they are presented in P pygmaeum. The group
for which absence of the femoral spines is typical
contains also P montanum Jackson, 1913. All men-
tioned species can be distinguished from each other
on the basis of small details of the vulva (Figure 2).
Finger-shaped spermathecae of these species direct
inwards, but in different distance to median line. It
is nearest to the median line in P montanum, the
farthest in P pygmaeum. Spermathecal ducts are
the shortest and direct upward in P montanum. In P,
pygmaeum they are the longest and direct obviously
upward, but they are almost straight in P. oblitum.

Generally, P. oblitum is a Palaearctic spider prefer-
ring open or partly shaded habitats with wet, broad-
leaved litter in floodplain forests. It occurs often un-
der tree barks (BUCHAR & RUZICKA 2002, HARVEY et
al. 2002). StaNska (2007) mentioned the presence
of the species in Poland occurring in the alder forest,
wetlands but also in xerothermic grasslands. Unfor-
tunately, the studied specimen comes from a rather
unspecific habitat (the bed at the student campus),
therefore no further conclusions on its ecology can
be made. Adults occur from October to early June
(HELSDINGEN 1997).
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